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IS BUSINESS SCHOOL RIGHT FOR YOU?

Graduates of MBA programs can be found in almost any type of organization. Business school will
prepare you to create or lead an organization, manage resources, develop effective operational
strategies, and more. Once admitted, required coursework typically includes: Organizational
Behavior, Marketing, Accounting, Finance, Strategy, and Operations Management. This is followed
by elective coursework that allows the student to customize their experience. Some students
consider an MBA as essential for advancement to a management role while others will use it as a
means to change careers. As an undergraduate student, it is unlikely that you will be admitted to
enter directly into an MBA program without first working for a few years. This period of
employment will give you time to think about your long term goals and help you determine if a
graduate degree is appr
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Business schools tend to focus on impact
more than scale. Make sure, therefore, that the

academic and extracurricular choices you

make truly reflect your interests, demonstrate initiative, and give you opportunities to play a
leadership role in the organization. A strong undergraduate academic record and GMAT (or
possibly GRE) score are also important parts of your application to business school. Many schools
allow you to sit in on a class to gain insight into what a typical course looks like. Take advantage of
this opportunity!



What can you do during the summer?

Summers provide you with opportunities to enhance the skills you’ll most likely want to use in your
work, to explore various industry options, and build your professional network. As with your
academic and extracurricular choices, anything you do in the summer that adds value to your
credibility as a leader or someone with a strong sense of initiative will be useful to your candidacy
for business school. That can be anything from starting a swimming program to teaching ESL.

WHEN TO APPLY?

Regular admissio
Most undergraduates ty
Many decide to apply or ¢

1. That they havel

2. How their MBA
Business schools do not
opportunities in an area
and leadership in that fi

an MBA program.

ical goals, and

ly.

, so look for

rate accomplishment

HBS 2+2 is a deferred a
apply in the spring of yc
two years prior to matri
the most up-to-date apg
Stanford also have prog
has a unique structure a

iness School. You will
to work for at least
'w.hbs.edu/2+2) for
luding Yale and

ough each program

TIP: CONSULT THE m, which offers

excellent advice abo
application strategy.

btion to your overall

Joint-degree prog
A joint or dual degree pi
graduate program of stu

~ith another full-time

o law e technology

e medicine e international studies
e healthcare administration e public policy

e engineering e dentistry

You must apply separately for each program. While both programs are usually at the same school,
some cooperative relationships between schools do exist. The second program determines total
program length, but joint degrees generally take three to four years to complete.


http://www.hbs.edu/2+2

Advantages

e Joint degree programs are most attractive to individuals who want to work at the
intersection of both professions. For example, an aspiring healthcare entrepreneur may
seek a joint degree for a career developing new healthcare resources or managing a
healthcare organization.

e Students who want to make a career transition may like the fact that the joint or dual
degree option allows them to earn two degrees faster than if they pursued the degrees
separately, because some courses will fulfill requirements in both programs.
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e www.ocs.fas.harvard.edu/business-school Tools on the OCS website to help you
evaluate MBA programs.

e https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools U.S. News and World Report
annual ranking of MBA programes.
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School rankings

Over the years, the media and MBA program brochures have elevated the significance of business
school rankings as one of the most important benchmarks for choosing a school to attend. However,
school rankings often depend on which publication you read and what research methodology was
used. In some cases, information is subjective and may include results that are not checked for
accuracy. Most importantly, rankings do not take into account the unique elements of certain
programs and how these attributes might meet your individual needs. Rankings tell you what
schools are “best” but do not take into account “best fit.”

Admissions testing

Most MBA programs require at least one graduate admissions test score.
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you did beforehand. Finé out what MBA emplo;ers look for in candidates by talking to
students, alumni and the school’s career services office. If you don't have enough experience
right now to benefit fully from an MBA, further define your goals and apply later.
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Letters of recommendation
A recommendation letter needs to:
1. Support how well you can manage the academic demands of the MBA program and your
potential to succeed in your chosen career.
2. Validate or expand on your credentials, strengths, and aspirations.
3. Help the admissions office to get an overall sense of you as a candidate.

Choose a good cross-section of people who can attest to your dependability and who know about
your plans for MBA study, such as employers, colleagues, and faculty. Schools may have different
recommendation requirements. Check with each school you are applying to before you select your
recommenders. Each program requires a specific number of recommendation letters, usually two
or three. Don’t exceed th ns staff.
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PRE-MBA CHECKLIST

Learn on the job

O Ask yourself if you would genuinely enjoy working in a management-related role in that
industry.

O During your summer internship(s), take time to talk with senior managers and ask about their
backgrounds.

O Identify mentors who have completed an MBA program and ask how their program influenced
their career.
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0 Ask your mentors and professional advisors to read them to assess how clearly you present
your candidacy once you complete a draft for each essay.

O Have your resume reviewed, including your most up-to-date information.
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It's important to bear in mind that you are a “prospective customer” as well as an applicant. Don’t
be afraid to ask questions to ensure that you make an informed decision about which program you
ultimately choose according to your academic, career, and educational community needs!



